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a. very notorious one, that no- 
thing but real actual Feeling and 
.--, Suffering, ' can ever make the 
Bulk of Mankind conſiderate, wiſe, and pru- 
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like Calamities by Earthquakes and fiery 
mY Eruptions, attended with the moſt devour. 

ing Conflagrations, as well as Inundations, 
are = to be met with, both in the ancient 


and modern Hiſtories of foreign Countries: 


And ſomething of like ſort, we of this Iſland 
have formerly, as well as lately, felt our- 
ſelves. But as to this laſt, — which has 
almoſt deſolated the whole Kingdom of 
Portugal, it exceeds any Thing in Hiſtory. 
No Calamity of ſo general extent as this, 
ſtands recorded either in ſacred or prophane 
| Hiſtory, fave only Noahs Flood. For the 
viſible Effects of it extended a thouſand 
Miles, North and North-Eaſt of that unfor- 
tunate City, which was the head Quarter of 
the Evil. We are aſſured that it ſhook a 
great Part of the Atlantic Ocean, and was 
felt as far as the very Shores of America, 
And as to the Suddenneſs and Severity of the 
dreadful Stroke upon the Kingdom of Por- 
tugal, we may fairly aſſert, that there never 
was in Hiſtory an Inſtance of ſo populous, 
- magnificent, rich, and large a Metropolis, 
as well as many other fine Cities, ſo ſuddenly 
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(and ſuch was:Lifon once, by her fine Situ- 
ation; built like Conffantinople and Nome, 
upon ſeven Hills) — © The lofty City, ſays 
* the Prophet, — he layeth it low — he 
* layeth it low even to the Ground, he 
© bringeth it even to the Duſt. And as 
the Prophet elſewhere ſazs, The Lord 
ce hath viſited it with Thunder, and with 
, er and great Noiſe; with Storm 
[FE and Tempeſt , and the Flame of devour- 
e ing. Fire,” He! has: even ſmitten their 
he Land with: * Perplexity, the Sea and 
the Waves roaring, and the ſtouteſt of 
** Men's Hearts failing hem for Fear.” 
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N them: all by the fureſt Rules of un- 
d Wcrring Wiſdom, Juſtice, and — 
0 though in Reaſoning upon Sh pes - I3 
o theſe, we. canndt, indeed, ſee through. eve- 1 


ing, yet, We may ſee enough to make i 
us fix down. contented under God's Diſpen- 
ations when they & befal us; — we may 
ſee enough to make us better than. others 
iſe we ſhould be, and enou gh, though not 
perhaps to make us re, or fully un- 

and, — yet enough, at leaſt, t make 
« afprebend — or ren Glimpſe of — fore = 
f the- brighteſt Attributes of God. -T1 
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; mt that of 8 God bade it no 
ching at all by them. Others on the con- 
trary are apt to think, that the more im- 
mediate Sufferers are of all others the great- 
eſt Sinners, and for that Reaſon the more 
immediately aimed at by the Stroke of Pro- 
vidence. As to the firſt of theſe, who main- 
tain that all ſuch Calamities are nothing 
more than plain Conſequences of the fixed 
and ſtated Laws of Nature; we allow, 
= there is much Truth, and a great deal of 
W ſound Philoſophy in the Obſervation.” We 
2+ readily allow, that there is no great Reaſon 
| to think, that either the late Deſolation: of 
Portugal, and great Part of Spain and' Bar- 
bary, or any former Calamity of like fort, . 
was brought about by any Force upon the 
Laws of Nature, or by any miraculous In- I. 
 terpoſition of Providence. We eaſily allo, 
that all might be effected by the ordinary 
- Courſe of Things, and reſult from natur! 
- Cauſes, But what then? The next Que. 
tion will be, — pray, Who was the origin! 

Author of theſe natural Cauſes ? Who wa 
it that made that Mould, into which tf 
whole Frame of N ature was caſt af frf 
Was it not that great Being, Wh el 
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with great Advantage to his own Glory 
5 too: Since a Miracle of Wiſdom, is a 
Miracle of a far nobler kind, than barely 
2 Miracle of Power; and diſplays a nobler 
Attribute; or rather, diſplays both Wiſdom 
and Power at once. Thus in regard to 
. - Noabꝰs 8 Flood, — we are clearly told in 
Scripture, tl at ed 2 it as 4 een 
Aſtronomer, b 4 think; th eg curly 
proved, that nothing but a Miracle could 
have prevented the ee The Conſe- 
quence, then, muſt be, that God who 
foreſaw thoſe Sins, did originally dif poſe 
the Frame of Nature, ſo as to 


Tas 4 \ A , > kt” g l at « | a . * lime. 3 


2 5 1 KF % j _ : \ 5 * * in * 

3 9 a f a | 184 1 9 „ 

4 * — 1 f * I 2 

3 2 235 * n 2 & 8 N 4 "7 k 5 
2 ty 4 bo 


o 
— 


— ́—̃ —˙ es 
— ä - * 
— 


ks”; 


q ps HI 1 
e 3 


— 


N 
wi 
| 
1 
a 
bit 


yy 
I- 3 


S ˙ A 


Wi.” 


P N 


* 


— Rebe 
* * — 6 * 
3 ro . 3 * 


— — — 


- 


VT 


4 i 
” 
* 
* 7 - 

; n 2 
_ : 
. 1 , 
\ 1 1 1 
2 

* - 

—_— id 
1152 Ki 1 ; 
14 , 1 
3 5 "F 5 LS 
. $83 1 7 
Y q 4 þ 4 - i 
> fo 5 4 


> - @ n 
. — „ 
- o — aha 
. 
e 
* 
* 


- 
1 
1 
4 
oy 
* 

F *. 
ro * ri 
A %. - POE 

+ 
% my 
* 


i 
XZ 
4 
25 
= 
* 


-:8econdly,” Tis A very great 0 Nfiſtake, as 
well as a very great Preſumption, to pro- 
nounce the unfortunate Sufferers, to be 
always the- greateſt: Sinners. For this "OY 3 
is not a State of ri f 
Probation and Trial. God Siem, puniif 
Sinners here. No. Tis not here, but here- 
after that we are to hope for our Rewards, 1 
or to dread our Puniſnments. The Good. LET. 
nel God does, indeed, ſmooth the rugged td 
Paths of Virtue by ſome Bleſſings upon the 
Good, even here in this Life; and the Peace 
Wand Order of the World is in ſome Meaſure 
conſulted by the Evils that befal the Wicked 
| ere; upon Earth. But then, — tis but 
eee Share, either of Reward 
d World : 7 he World to come being e 
he proper Soene, CI eee e, N 4 
Rewards. : . 
Again. is impoſſible Fog 15, to "wil. -. 
who really are the greateſt Sinners. None „ 
. Cod, who ſearches the Hearts, . 
— pronounce this. For fo various are 
Circumſtances of Mankind, ſa various 1 
te their Underſtandings, theirs \Education, 4 
bir” Inſtruction, the Examples they ſee, | 
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our Virtue hind Religion to the Heart. For, 
this continued Stream of Proſperity, makes 
us firſt neglect our Duty, and then, quite 
7 orget it; Manne at length from one Wick- 
edneſs to another , till by | | 


that our Conſciences within us are at any 
Time irkſome, troubleſome, and too impor- 
tunately plead for a Hearing; — why then, 
we next have Recourſe to that excellent old 
e, that ſure and certain Cure of a tender 
 Conſeienes, — Atheiſm -and- Infidelity. - A 
Set of Principles theſe, that were firſt-inven- 
ted; and brought into Uſe, as a fine 
for lulling all Pangs of Conſcience and Re. 
morſe of Heart aſleep; for fear we ſhould a- 
N e into Repentance and a Senſe of Duty. 
And then, — if ſuch People are Men of no 
or Genius, 
, with barely neglecting their 
Church, 0 While the: major Part of them, 
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[ and fertile Countries in both the Indies; 
in fruitful Seaſons at Home; in prodigious 
Returns of Treaſure from Abroad, in Gold 
and precious Stones; — and in a very exten- 
five Trade and Commerce in every Branch. 
474 And it muſt be confeſſed; that they have 
i _ . made but very ill Returns for all theſe: Bleſ- 
1 ſings. Their Morals are corrupt to the laſt 
Degree; — they are even guilty of Sins that 
want a Name both in their own Language, 
and I believe in every other Language upon 
Earth. They are, of all Roman Catholic 
) Nations, the moſt ſtupidly addicted to the 
grofſeſt Dregs and Superſtitions of Popery 
; — even to a Degree that is a Shame and 
| Reproach to human Reaſon; one Minute. 
as I am aſſured, offering up Prayers and 
| Incenſe to their Idols, to obtain their Fa. 
vour; and then, whipping and laſhing then 
to extort their Favour by Force. To which 
7 mult be added, ſuch Cruelty to thoſe © 
15 1 Religions, that their Inquiſition, whic 
. was originally ſet up to extirpate the Mur, 
may now very juſtly be faid, to have extir 
} pated all Learning and Knowledge, as wel. 
2s all civil and religious Liberty from oi 

of the . And though the arrante . 
5 e Coward 1 


1.4 19 1 5 = 
| Collins upon Earth, yet are - they the cre 
eſt of all Robbers. and Out- throat. 

Au this i 18 very true; ad enough, e 
to vindicate God's Juſtice in this ſore Puniſnu- 
ment. But let us remember, that if they 

| have. their. Faults, ſo we have' ours. Not 

| Faults ſo bad as theirs, I hope; but Kill, 

| bad enough. For when an Engliſhman fins, 

| be ſins againſt the cleareſt Lights both. of 
Nature and Scripture, as well as againſt the 

| beſt Information, Exhortation, and Inſtruc- 
bon from the Pulpit, that any chriſtian 
W Country in the World. is bleſt with. This 

| 3 "7 (Conſideration. exagerates all our. Faults, 
W which are many and various. For we no 
where meet with ſo little Zeal in Behalf of 
Religion, as here in England; nor is it any 
W where oppoſed with that Rancour and Bit- 

. terneſs, as well as that Sophiſtry and low 

1 diſingenuous Falſhood, as here among our- 
Wſclves.. No where do we meet with ſuch — 
Blaſphemies and Profanenefs, as in our o. n. I 
Streets, nor with more horrid Perjuries than 1 
in our own Courts. And 1 think I can ſay 
It knowingly, from what I have obſerved. - 

8 foreign Countries, that God's public, Wor- 
p is no where ſo ſcandalouſly negl ted 
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: when Prophecies, and Mir 


x bee a Interpoſitions of Providence 


Diverfions on Sexes, a are - but too e 
ſeen Abroad, yet here lies the Difference, — 


they never neglect God's'Worthip for them: 


While among 4,” our  Ale-houſes and much 
worſe Houſes „fill, are filled with the moſt 
diffolute Mob, — even in Church Time. 1 
know we abound with excellent Laws to 


the 'contrary, — but pray, Where is either 
that Magiſtrate, or that Petty-Officer, that 


has the Courage to put them in Execution? 
Inſtead, therefore, of ſwelling and exulting 
upon any Compariſon between the Portu- 
gueſs and outſelves, let us look at Home; 
let us turm our Eyes inwards, and we ſhall 
ſe but too much Reaſon to RON and 


en NN : ey 


Third, Iti 18 ail SOR ods bär b, 
that now, in theſe latter Ages of the On, | 
natural Judgments, and, in thort, When all 


e ceaſed ; * is worth remarking, I fay, 


re. of courſe,” as Men's Sins grow more 


and more flagitibus, it is but reaſonable to 
1 in Periods, ſuch alarming 
And the Reaſon 1s 
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all: and if the Motives we find in Scrip- 


ut e, togeth 
oll, be no longer able to keep us up to 
Por Duty, the Creator has ni no other 


muſual and tremendous national Calami- 
ies. And no doubt but God has ſtored 
11 Nature with Materials fit to produce, 


e acquainted with the natural Hiſtory of 
„Well know that the Bowels of this Coun, 
7 abound with all the- neceſſary nere 


or Difference of Latitude makes no 


2 ſuffered much by theſe Ca 


par. The Scriptutes are given once for | 


er · with ordinary Grace of 


onceivable Way, to bring us back to our - 
Allegiance, but by alarming us with theſe 


pon Occaſion, ſuch Judgments as we now 
OmMunernc ate, in every Part of the Globe. 
s to our own Ifland in particular, all o__ 


nce as to Earthquakes ; it being weil 
own that there is a burning Mountain 
ichn Wee Degrees of the Coaſt of Green- 
1; a ſure Proof that the Materials of 
arthquakes are there likewiſe to be Wan A 
d accordingly, that northern Part of the 
lobe was ſhaken greatly by an Earthquake, 
out two Months before the Deſolation 
Portugal. And though this Ifland ne- be” 


jents of Earthquakes, as well as any other. 
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1 hi it appears 8 Hiſtory, chat we have 
felt them much oftener than either Spaiy 
or Portugal. Let us therefore not be too 
ſecure, but endeavour by our own good Be. 
Haviour, to beſpeak the Favour and Pro-] 
tection of that God, who alone can rule 
the Helm of Nature with unerring Wil 
dom and Juſtice, and as well as Goodneſ 
and e td; 


Ss e lofty, 1 is molt areadiulf 
to conſider; how ſuddenly and unexpected f 
this great Deſtruction befel the miſcrabZſ 
 . Portugueſe. |; To ſee a great Prince, of ti: 
greateſt perſona] Wealth, no Doubt, of all th 
chriſtian. Princes, -— to ſee him, in tief 
Space of about. fix or ſeven Minutes, fronſ 
the higheſt Grandeur, reduced, for a Seaſo, 
to the Condition of the meaneſt eren 
ſuffering Nakedneſs, Hunger, and Cold, 1 
deſtitute of a Place to lay his Head in 
And in the fame: dreadful Moment, his d. 1 
pital City, and all his Palaces, and g 
greater Part of his Kingdom ſhattered ini 
Ruins! And ſo many Thouſands of his Sub 
jects inſtantaneouſly ſwallowed up, in W | 
en Deſtruction; and at a Time too : : 
Og as dle expected. it, as ® IF 
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of "this daes this Moment do; be- 
ing both at Liſbon, and throughout all Por- 
{gal and Spain, aſſembled in theit Churches 
upon a ſolemn Occaſion, as we now are, 
Pn the Hour when this ſadden Deſtruction 
ame upon them. Surely then, fo ſudden 
Ind unlooked for a Cataſtrophe, may well 
each us where to place our only Confi- 
| dence, Hope, and Security. For where and 
when can we be ſafe, but under the Favour 
15 Protection of that tremendous Being, 
o whoſe Nod, all Nature pays a ready 
Obedience and Submiſſion: each Element 
being every Moment ready to fulfil his 
ord. But if we can ſecurely truſt in 
im, — then, — © though the Foune ations 
of the Earth be out of Courſe, = though 
che Earth move and ſhake withal, as 
holy David ſays, ſtill — He will, in that 
We Caſe ſuſtain us; and will never ſuffer ag 
f * Righteous to be moved.” N 


We 
ain 


rule 


nel 


And after all, it muſt as. in 5 
nfeſſed, that, together with all our Faults, 
Where are yet ſome Things that look well, 
| nd may give us better Hopes: and it would 
jure the Cauſe of Truth, not to produce 
5 be good as well as the bad. In the firſt 
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i BY uſed to be. And accordingly, Mete are 
fewer and: fainter Endeavours not, to clog 
ne. che Wheels of Government, under the Maſk 
on of Patriotiſm, than formerly there were. 
1 Had our Eote-dathiers: but behaved as well Us 
Un- 


to the glorious King William, — what Thou- 
ſands of Lives, what Millions of Treaſure 
had tliere been faved to this Nation l There 
| alſo reigns a greater Unanimity among us, 
in Matters of Politics, than ever there did; 

to the great Confuſion, Terror, and Diſap- 
pointment of thoſe ancient Enemies of 
Greats Britain, the encroaching,” falſe hearted 
and perfidious Court of Fance. Ene- 


:. A IE Sf 2 oe SS EL Ia nay A 
33 SC > I 8 # 8 


era mies, to whom n Hundred 

dent Invaders, could hardly be terribl 
and than the bare Umaimley of che B 
Like dom at chic Time ig., And as im civil; fo 


Y in our religious Polity,” I hope we are not a 
Wittle amended ; for our diſſenting x . 


pre. Brethren, have, for miny Years been veated, 
ith that truly Chriſtian Spirit of Toleration, 
a = (I ſay Toleration, and not en which = 
ven ever beſt promote the Cauſe of real 
nf | | ruth, amongſt reaſonable C zarures 2: | 
er. r Cauſe, which con flouriſh only — 
ern = ntey, where civil and 3 4 — 4 
ve ; and. * but Anar- 
uſed chy 
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to all thoſe who. diflent from her; than was 
ever Dae et. of 
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the Father Abd de Holy Gboſt, one biete 
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and adorable Trinity, be aſcribed, as is 
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